Shrewd as Serpents,
Inhocent as Doves
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"I am sending you out like sheep
among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd
as snakes and as innocent as doves.



Context

Matthew 10 - The Sending of e
the Twelve

A. Twelve disciples chosen
and commissioned.

B. Jesus prepares the
disciples for the persecution to
come.

Jesus knew the disciples faced o
a difficult and hostile world:

they were sheep in the midst of
wolves.

We must have the toughness

of serpents and the softness of e
doves, a tough mind and

tender heart.
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Balance of opposites
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Ordinarily people do not o — XA kAT IE FE AR
achieve this balance of 4 ’T‘ 4%.
opposites. i

The idealists are not usually o 3% 7E. i,ﬁ(‘%‘/g4£7{‘ éjzi/u
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not usually idealistic. ijii ?Ff’,
Ihe miIitaQt are not generahlly
nown to be passive, nor the .
passive to be militant. * ﬁ%@@%‘ R 1 ST A% ) &y,
éfb%ﬁw AT EA

Seldom are the humble self-
assertive, or the self-assertive
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Tough Mind B3z &3 &

Sharp and penetrating o 4{#], Rz 09F KA

Si_fts true from false « WEZERLTFT
Discerning and of good
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Solidness of commitment ;2 9 24 %
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Magazine



Tough Mind B3z &3 &

Can recelve criticism well.

— Admits what can be
Improved upon

— Recognizes that
statements are subjective

— What people say about you
or to you shouldn’t be
received at face value
without personal
assessment.

* le. You are boring. You
are a failure.

You are a
disappointment.
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Softmindedness & X # 69 A

Believes in half-truths

Seeks easy answers

and solutions

Mind has become
mushy (not active)

Results in prejudice,
racism, ignorance
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Tender Heart Z4=69:3 fi5

 Can love others .
genuinely for who + JLURA, mARRAAA
they are rather than
what we get from e ARG RBARREF S
them

« Can empathize with , 44 2B IR AT AR 4G W) 2B
compassion Rk F ’

e Can cling to the hope
of glory



Hardhearted 223 9 A

Never truly loves

Is utilitarian in assessing
other’'s usefulness to
himself

Too self-centered to
share another’s joy or
Sorrow

Cannot cultivate
friendship b/c too cold to
feel affection toward
another
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Hardhearted 223 9 A

Lacks the capacity for
genuine compassion and
IS unmoved by afflictions
of others

Passes by the
unfortunate every day,
but never really sees
them

Gives to charity but
without joy

Sees people as objects or
cogs — depersonalizes life
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Are you Hardhearted or
Tender Hearted?
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Prahcéigilelgﬁbits of the tender- b AN G B AR

» Family — Spend time every day o X i — fF K —FLvL

eating meals together. = _
Spouses go to sleep at same /EP‘O }i%@:ﬂ)@ %) H%J:
time each night. ;85
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e Church — Pray together each



Our God Is both tough and tender
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The greatness of our God lies o AW ’fﬁk i, B
in the fact that He is both tough ‘%’ % ’ﬁ‘ T -+

minded and tenderhearted. gﬁ% ’ y\?&ﬁ‘j
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Our God Is both tough and tender
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 God is tough minded
enough to transcend the
world. He is tender
hearted enough to live In
It through Christ.

e He does not leave us In
our struggles. He seeks
us even in our dark areas
and suffers for us.

o Christ was tender hearted
enough to go to the cross
for us and tough-minded
enough to endure it.
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Conclusion &%

e Let us be both shrewd as serpents and
Innocent as doves just as our God has
modeled for us and commissioned us as
His faithful withesses.
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