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.Eli fing to God:
pﬂ s of Israel wore
priests of Israel wore |
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tabernacle service.
or underwear,
priests wore shorts
made of a sheer,
white, Egyptian linen
called “byssus.”
Unlike the other
priests' two-piece ‘obes,
an embroidered tunic
woven all in one
iece clothed the
Bicharesiimaybe
. foreshadowing the
robe that Jesus,
the final high
priest, would wear
before His death.
Theugh these robes
were close fitting,
all priests wore a
sash symbolizing
readiness. On
their heads sat
cone-shaped hats
of fine linen.
The high priest
(left) wore four
more items, the
“golden vestments.”
He wore a dark blue
vest, a breastplate
of jewels (far left),
a distinctive hat,
and a golden band
on his forehead.
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The glorious colors of the curtains and
embroidery had to be painstakingly pro-
duced and carefully applied. Two purple-
colored dyes came from a shell found in the
Mediterranean Sea. An insect that lived on
oak trees was slowly collected and dried to
produce a crimson stain. After the dyes were
made, many hours were spent carefully ap-
plying them to dried flax strands that were
then spun and woven into cloth.

The roof of the tabernacle was a compli-
cated one of animal skins, dyed or tanned,

and woven goats’ hair. Bedouin tent roofs are
still made much the same way.
Only acacia (a-KAY-sha) wood was used.

Reddish-brown, hard, durable, insect-
resistant, it was perfect for the desert.

The pure olive oil burned in the seven-
lamped menorah was mixed with myrrh,
cinnamon, sugar cane and cassia. The in-
cense recipe called for desert tree-saps, sea
shells and salt.

All in all, a total of fourteen raw materials
went into the building of the tabernacle.

From the top down,
blankets of goats'
skins, rams’ skins,
woven goats’

hair, and majestically
embroidered fine
linen served as the
tent’s roof.




